
PRESS & REVIEWS

"Be it through Baker’s pounding bursts during Sitting on the Top of the World, Bruce’s jazzy climbs 
throughout Politician, or the shreds and wails of Johns in Deserted Cities, the group had the 

audience eating out of the palm of their hands." 
– AmbientLightingBlog.com  

"Who better to explore Cream's music further than a group who share the same DNA...
all three musicians (Baker, Bruce & Johns) have pedigree." 

– Team Rock 

"Eric, Ginger and Jack (if looking down on us), would be proud. This is an exceptional night of wonderful music." 
– The RockPit 

“They shook Sydney’s State Theatre with electrifying covers of timeless classics like Crossroads, 
White Room, Badge, Strange Brew, and of course, Sunshine Of Your Love. All musicians got their time in the

spotlight however, taking turns on lead vocals for various tracks, jamming and taking the audience on an
instrumental odyssey. Kofi Baker would make his father proud, busting out an impressive ten-minute drum solo
that raised the roof". It's hard to believe that it's been 50 years since Cream's explosive debut, but this glorious

band sure did them justice and made fans feel the fire and the freedom of 1967”. 
– TheMusic.com.au 

“Sitting On Top Of The World, found the trio sliding into their groove as Malcolm Bruce sang 
the song in a voice that was eerily like his father’s... Will Johns proved that he was no slouch on guitar, 

firing off a well-executed solo, that, if you closed your eyes, you could imagine Clapton was in the house... 
The three musicians truly sounded like a band, jamming freely and fluidly... 

Malcolm wowed the crowd with a stunning We’re Going Wrong... That passion for the band and its 
music spilled out of the stage and filled the theatre, leaving several thousand music lovers to head home 

and crank up their dog-eared copies of Disraeli Gears. Classic rock is alive and well.” 
– 13  th   Floor 

http://themusic.com.au/music/livereviews/2017/05/29/the-music-of-cream-state-theatre-shannon-andreucci/
https://www.13thfloor.co.nz/the-music-of-cream-50th-anniversary-tour-aotea-centre-june-2-2017/
https://www.therockpit.net/2017/live-review-the-music-of-cream-50th-anniversary/
http://teamrock.com/feature/2017-03-23/the-music-of-cream-is-a-family-affair-just-dont-call-it-a-tribute-act
http://www.ambientlightblog.com/the-music-of-cream-auckland-nz-2017/


FANFARE
Comments from concert-goers...

Absolutely awesome. Amazing and incredible in every way. You have sooooooooooo got to come back soon.
Thank you and thank you and thank you again for the most wonderful evening of entertainment. 

Leanne – Wellington 

Last night was absolutely beyond brilliant. 
Lynne – Wellington 

Brilliant night in - riding on a high today following the gig! 
Simon – Auckland 

Brill show, just superb! 
Graeme – Auckland 

Still talking about the amazing show in Brisbane, Australia. Thank you for making 
wonderful music and for honouring your famous family members. 

Gail – Brisbane

Omg... best show ever! Loved every minute of it. Amazing musicians. 
Jeff – Brisbane 

Lived it, loved it. Seeing them all grinning and so enjoying it was great. 
Rob – Christchurch 

Best show I've seen in a very long time! Fantastic night!
Jan – Christchurch

WOAH! The concert at the State was heart soaring. My mind is still grappling how anyone can 
play like that. You guys …. sooooooo gooooood!!!!!!! THANK YOU!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Kat – Sydney

Just been to the greatest show ever - long live the music of Cream!
Barbara – Melbourne

Front row - absolutely brilliant! 
Chris – Perth 



ENTERTAINMENT / LIFESTYLE

MUSIC OF CREAM BROUGHT THE LEGACY FULL
CIRCLE THIS PAST THURSDAY IN LYNN
BY BILL BROTHERTON (images by Paul Mueller) | October 12, 2018 

LYNN — In 1966, rock music’s first supergroup, Cream, exploded on the scene.

The British power trio consisted of Eric Clapton (guitar, vocals), Ginger Baker (drums) and Jack Bruce
(lead vocals, bass) and by 1968, after four studio albums and many hits, they were done, due to infighting
and dissatisfaction. The music they created during that too-brief two-year existence continues to thrill 
music fans old and young.

Thursday night at Lynn Auditorium, the band’s legacy came full-circle: Kofi Baker (Ginger’s son), 
Malcolm Bruce (Jack’s son) and Will Johns (Eric’s nephew by marriage; his mom is Paula Boyd, sister 
of Clapton’s ex Pattie Boyd) performed “The Music of Cream: 50th Anniversary World Tour” before a
small but enthusiastic and vocal crowd. There were no special guests, save for the excellent James Brown
impressionist Tony Wilson, who did backflips during a rousing “I Feel Good.” Otherwise it was just Baker,
Bruce and Johns on stage for some 2½ hours, with Baker’s towering drum set anchored in the middle of 
the stage.

These three can play (all have successful careers of their own) and the music of Cream sounds as 
innovative and electrifying as it did more than 50 years ago. Skeptics might say this is a cash grab by three
young family members of rock and roll royalty. There might be some truth to that, but this is no tossed-off
tribute-band treatment. There’s plenty of jamming and interplay between the rhythm section and Johns, 
who is an excellent guitarist in the Clapton mold, natch, and delivers many spectacular solos.

Your first question might be, “Did they play ‘Toad’?” You bet, toward the end of the show, and Baker
replicated his dad’s infamous drum solo. It lasted 17 minutes and was mind-blowing, though it did slow 
the momentum, as did a lengthy jam on the next song, for an audience that was eager to hear “Sunshine 
of Your Love” and “Spoonful” and get home before midnight on a work night.

No such problems in the early going. The trio opened with an extended version of “N.S.U.” (“Driving in
my car, smoking my cigar/The only time I’m happy’s when I play my guitar”) that quickly proved these
guys meant business and weren’t there to knock out three-minute covers. “Politician” (“Hey now, baby/Get into my big black car”) 
maintained its bluesy, psychedelic vibe. The crowd went nuts at the first notes of “Badge” (“Thinkin’ ’bout the times you drove in my 
car/Thinkin’ that I might have drove you too far/And I’m thinkin’ ’bout the love that you laid on my table”) and “SWLABR” (“Coming to 
me in the morning, leaving me at night/Coming to me in the morning, leaving me alone/You’ve got that rainbow feel but the rainbow has a 
beard”). Why are so many Cream song titles not included in the lyrics!

The heavyosity quotient went up whenever Johns shifted into a blues solo and Bruce played a strong, melodic bassline, especially during 
Robert Johnson’s “Crossroads,” Skip James’ “I’m So Glad” and 1920s country blues “Sitting on Top of the World.” The playing on “Born 
Under a Bad Sign” was particularly impressive, with Bruce and Baker embarking on a long, exciting jam. “Sleepy Time Time,” featured 
Bruce on vocals and included a lovely story about how his mom “wrote” the song while trying to put the kids to bed.

Roars of recognition and applause greeted “Strange Brew” and a 10-minute-long “White Room.” Baker recited the nonsense lyrics of his 
dad’s “Pressed Rat and Warthog.” It was weird and wonderful.

Vintage film of the original band members were shown on a screen at the back of the stage throughout the show. Band members shared 
personal stories. A 20-minute intermission featured a short biographical film about Cream, with fascinating descriptions of how each band 
member approached playing their instruments.

“The Music of Cream: 50th Anniversary World Tour” successfully celebrates one of classic rock’s all-time great bands, and Baker, Bruce 
and Johns brought to life the music of their dads and mentor.
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