
villalobos brothers 

“I ‘m speechless, I ‘m blown away...
I have never heard or seen anything like this before…”

Leital Molad, Senior Producer of WNYC Studio 360
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V   illalobos Brothers have been acclaimed as 
one of today’s leading Contemporary Mexi-

can ensembles. Their original compositions and 
arrangements masterfully blend and celebrate 
the richness of Mexican folk music with the in-
tricate harmonies of jazz and classical music. 
The Villalobos Brothers deliver an intoxicating 
brew of brilliance, cadence and virtuosity that 
awaken the senses and mesmerize the listener.  

In 2013 they performed 
at Cumbre Tajin, one 
of the most important 
music festivals in Lat-
in America, where they 
shared the stage with 
Regina Spector, Pet Shop 
Boys and Los Tigres del 
Norte. Later that year, 
they became the Ultimate 
winners of the “2013 
Battle of the Boroughs”, one of Nation-
al Public Radio’s flagship competitions spon-
sored by The Jerome L. Greene Performance 
Space, WNYC and WQXR’s in New York City. 

They were the first Mexican band ever to play at the 
Apollo Theater in Harlem, NYC, as featured guest 
artists, adding this historic venue to an already 
impressive list of credits that includes the Latin 
Grammy Awards, Carnegie Hall, the Guggenheim 
Museum, Lincoln Center, the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art, the 60th Anniversary of the United Na-
tions, Rockefeller Center, the New York Mets field 
at Shea Stadium, John F. Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts, New Victory Theatre in Broadway, 

The Miller Stage in Milwaukee, The Ford Theatres in 
Hollywood, and Teatro Amadeo Roldán in Havana.
In February 2014 they performed for the first 
time in Asia for more than 3,000 IIT students 
at the opening night of Alcheringa Atlantis, the 
largest music festival in North East India. During 
the summer they toured the United States with 
concerts in California, New Jersey, Vermont, New 
York, Connecticut, Wisconsin, Texas, and were in-

vited to perform in Moscow, 
Russia, as special guests 
during the Mexican Inde-
pendence Day celebration.

They have collaborated and 
recorded with legendary mu-
sicians, including Grammy 
winners, Paddy Moloney and 
The Chieftains, Dan Zanes, Jay 
Rodriguez, Pierre Boulez, Dol-
ly Parton and Eddie Palmieri. 

Future endeavors include the comple-
tion of a Symphonic Project in collaboration 
with Grammy-winning arranger and compos-
er Eduardo Magallanes and the recording of 
a second album scheduled for early 2015.

The Villalobos Brothers were born and raised 
in Xalapa, Veracruz, Mexico. They spent their 
childhood listening to their grandmother Cris-
tina Vásquez sing and play guitar and accordi-
on after a day’s work. They took up the violin 
as children and soon learned to sing and play 
other instruments, including guitar and piano.

From left to right: Alberto Villalobos, Luis Villalobos, Humberto Flores and Ernesto VIllalobos.

“I’m glad I lived long enough 
to see you guys! This was 

amazing…I hope the world 
gets to experience this.”  

-Marion Caffey, Producer of Amateur 
Night at the Apollo Theatre
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Images from Villalobos Brothers’ tour in Mexico, March 2013: Fat Crow Antara in Mexico City, Centro de 
Convenciones in Coatzacoalcos, Casa del Lago in Xalapa, Dr. Manuel Suárez Auditorium in  Cordoba and 

closing of the Festival of Identity Cumbre Tajín in Papantla ,Veracurz.



THE BATTLE OF THE BOROUGHS 

to the Jerome L. Greene 
Performance Space in com-
petition to become the top 

band in the city.

and moved on to compete in the Ultimate Battle against the 
winners from Queens, Brooklyn, the Bronx and Staten Island.

the Best Band in 
New York City. 
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New York 
City’s best 

musical acts

Now in its fourth year, the 
2013 Battle of the Boroughs 

selected 64 of 

were officially crowned as 
Villalobos Brothers 

As their final piece, 
Villalobos Brothers 
chose “Attack”, an 

original composition 
by Ernesto Villalobos 

and performed in 
original papier mache 
masks made by Alber-
to. Judges gave their 

comments, votes were 
tallied and 

winners of the Manhattan Battle

After Performing their virtuoso arrangement of 
“El Pijul”, Villalobos Brothers were announced the 
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you have excellent showmanship but 
also the talent and skill to back it up…” 
- Alicia Olatuja, Lead soprano at the 

Brooklyn Tabernacle Choir

This was amazing…all I can say is I 
hope the world gets to experience this.”  

- Marion Caffey, Producer of Ama-
teur Night at the Apollo Theatre

more people should hear you..” 
- Leital Molad, Senior Producer 
of WNYC Studio 360

the band was tight…I 
felt l was part of the 

band…where can I buy 
your CD?” 

- Steve Pageot,
 Grammy winner and 

Producer

“The blend was

amazing

“A tidal wave of fire...

“I’m glad I lived long 
enough to see you 
guys! ...

you belong there, 

before, 
big stages 

I am blown away, I’ve never heard 
or seen anything like that before 
and if you haven’t played

speechless,

“I am kind of 



6

Alberto Villalobos participando en el cierre del Festival “Cumbre Tajín 2013”, Papantla, Veracruz

Alberto Villalobos, 
playing his arrangement 

of  “El San Lorenzo”.

Artistic Director and guitarist

Humberto Flores  in Córdoba, Ver.

Luis Villalobos, 
at Cumbre Tajín 2013.

Ernesto Villalobos, 
singing his song  “Casita Blanca”.

Villalobos Brothers, in the Niche of Music at  
Takilhsukut Park, during the closing of the 

they toured Mexico  

to critical 
In March 2013, 

Cumbre Tajín Festival.

acclaim



7Article in newspaper’s supplement “Excelsior, Código Topo”, Monday, March 3rd, 2013.



14 Article in “El Mundo” , Cordoba, Veracruz, Monday March 25th, 2013.
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Article in 
“Órale” 
Coatzacoalcos, 
Veracruz. 
Friday, March 
22nd, 2013.

Article in  
“Reforma” 

México D.F. 
Wednesday 

March 
20th, 
2013.
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With León Gieco, at the Latin  
Grammy Lifetime Achievement 

Award celebration, in 
New York, 2006.

At the  Blue Note Jazz Festival, Abrons 
Arts Center, New York, June 24th, 2012.

Receiving the Proclamation   
from the City Council of the City 
of New York, on December 2nd, 

2012, and presented by the 
General Consul of  Mexico

 in New York, Carlos M. Sada.

At the Weill Recital 
Hall, during the 
group’s debut at 
Carnegie Hall 
in New York, October 
2005. This year also 
marked the founding 
of the band, as well as  
the beginning of the 
collaboration with 
guitarist Humberto 
Flores.



“Aliens of Extraodrinary Ability”
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During the recording sessions of  

“With our music, we 
hope to transcend 
borders,  
ideological as well 
as cultural. 
In addition, we 
hope to open up 
a  window that 
will allow us to 
share the sounds 
that give life to our  
creative universe.”

Luis Villalobos

The title of the album, 
“Aliens of Extraordinary 
Ability”, comes from 
the name of the visa 
that artists, like us, had 
to obtain in order to be 
able to live and work in 
the United States.

Brendan 
Muldowney, 

Grammy 
nominated 

sound 
engineer, 

was behind 
the console 
during the 
recording 
sessions.

at the Carriage House Studios, 
Stamford, Connecticut, October of 2011.
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In October 2013 
Villalobos Brothers 
made history as the 

VILLALOBOS BROTHERS AT THE APOLLO THEATRE

Amateur Night at the Apollo is 
one of New York’s most popular 
live entertainment experiences.
The legendary venue has 
launched the careers of 

first ever 
Mexican 
band 

featured as Guest 
Artist at Amateur 
Night at the Apollo.

Michael Jackson, 
Ella Fitzgerald and 
Stevie Wonder.
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Villalobos Brothers will perform in Alcheringa  Festival
 in Guwahati, India, for the first time in January 2014.

With Marion J. Caffey, Producer of Amateur Night at the Apollo Theatre in Harlem, New York.



14

In February 2014, Villalobos Brothers performed 
for the first time in Asia for more than 3,000 IIT 
students at the opening night of Alcheringa Atlantis
the largest music festival in Northeast India.
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In March 2014, Villalobos Brothers were invited to 
perform at the 100th Anniversary of ASCAP 

at the Hammerstein Ballroom, in New York City. 

Ernesto, Luis and Alberto meet the legendary Johnny Pacheco 
from Fania All-Stars at the 100th Aniversary of ASCAP gala.

Drumer Rosa Ávila meets Nicky Marrero, master 
timbalero of Fania All-Stars.

With the great Paul Williams, Singer, Songwriter, Actor, 
and current President and Chairman 

of the Board of ASCAP.
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“Aliens of Extraordinary Ability…a crazy ball of sound: Mexican coastal traditions meet Sam 
Cooke in the Bronx!”.”

Dan Zanes, Grammy winner, USA TODAY. 

Contact information:
52 Marble Hill Avenue

Bronx, New York, 10463
Email: info@villalobosbrothers.com

Phone: (347) 344-1722  or (917) 679-8231

fb.com/villalobosbrothres @villalobosbros youtube.com/villalobosbrothres


